











BULLETIN FROM 






Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 






























A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL! 
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Glaspell, Susan THE MORNING IS NEAR US t Stokes 


* Today's readers may know Susan Glaspell's name better as a playwright than 

as a novelist, so long is it since she has given us a noteworthy novel. So — welcome 

back to the ranks! Her writing has anindefinable quality of charm and originality, § at 
"niceness" in its best senses The central character, Lydia, is haunted through the ian 
early years of her life, by her unknown pas®, and it is only when inheritance brings 
her back to the place of her birth, that the unravelling of the mystery sets her free 
to be wholly herself. Bit by bit, the past is built into a story, and the thread 
runs through to the present. Lydia is a warm, spontaneous personality, unaffected, 
appealing. The story spun around her reflects the qualities of her character, and 
the manner of telling is technically ideal for sustaining interest. Should appeal to 





those who remember Miss Lulu Bédtt with keen enjoyment. $2, 50 
March @ 
Swinnerton, Frank THE TWO WIVES Doubleday, Doran 


It is two years since Swinnerton's last novel, Harvest Comedy, was pub- i, 
lished, and proved bitter disappointment to those who had faith in his star. Now Me a 
with The Two Wives he stages something of a comeback, with a story more skilled in a 
craftsmanship, less dependent on wire pulling on the part of the author to make its 
pieces fit into the pattern. And yet it does not measure up to the Swinnerton of 
Nocturne and September, his two finest novels, in my opinion. This is a story re- 
volving around a little English comedian, favorite of the London audience, a star 
in his own right, but yearning, secretly, to play straight drama or even tragedy, to 
get out of the pigeonhole in which his manager and his public have placed him, Not 
only is it the story of how he achieved his dream, but it develops the theme of his 
relations to his family, and to the three women who, successively, dominated hia, 
each in her own way, building, destroying, as he conforms and revolts. There's a 
warmth of understanding in the telling - and yet the final impression is one of 
superficiality; one does not get below the surface of the characters.... The 
Swinnerton name is good for rentals and sales, $2.50 


bates, 4.. 


MARGINAL BOOKS FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 






A dark horse possibility, HOW GREEN WAS MY VALLEY by Richard Llewellyn (Macmillan); 
welcome again to E. Arnot Robertson with SUMMER'S LEASE (Houghton, Mifflin); three 
exceptionally fine short novels in one volume, THE CRAZY HUNTER by Kay Boyle iHar- 
court, Brace); and a humdinger of a mystery from Paul McGuire, ENTER THREE WITCHES 
(Morrow). See pages following for reports. 
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PROBLEMATIGAL BOOKS - Fictten 


January 16 


Hare, Martin POLONAISE Macmillan. 


The skeleton on which this story is constructed is a somewhat hackneyed 
one:~ parents, at odds with each other, separate, dispose of the children temporar- 
ily, and are reunited in revived sympathy, over the bedside of their beloved son. 

So much for disposing of the theme of the novel, as such. Actually, the interest of 
the story centers on the months spent by the three children in Poland, home of their 
paternal ancestors, a Poland on the fringe of war. One gets the feel of life, among 
the members of the upper classes; a sense of the internal solidarity of faith in the 
Polish cause; and one follows the children's adventures with a certain delight. But 
as a novel, it is slim pickings. Even the handling of the effect of parents' in- 
discretions and bickerings on sensitive children has been better done. Martin Hare 
is at her best in family situations, and it is as a picture of the Polish household 
that this book merits more than casual attention. $2.50 


February 2 Mt 
Black, Dorothy FIRST LOVE Penn 


Light weight story of a goung girl who is sent to India, supposedly to 
marry a wealthy planter, many years her senior. She falls in love with the wrong 
man, is left to follow her own whims when her mother dies, and goes in disguise, 
secretly married, with the youth as a fellow worker on a plantation. There she meets 
the originally designated suitor, finds how far astray her desires have led her, and 
Fate adjusts all the bits and pieces into their proper place. Far-fetched. Rental 


fodder. $2.00 
February 6 

Llewellyn, Richard HOW GREEN WAS MY VALLEY Macmillan 

* Here is a book deserving of wide attention, and destined, in my opinion, 


for an excellent press, but a slow pace of recognition. There is tremendous emotional 
power in the chronicle of a Welsh family, in a mining village which, back in the '80's 
and the '90's still flourished, and blossomed, with no slag—heaps to transform the 
mountain sides, no poverty stalking hunger through the land. The plot is no plot at 
all, in the conventional sense; here is where it may fail to appeal to popular taste. 
But in characterization, in vigorous scenes, in the picture of the everyday life of 
the family and the village, in tragic scenes and in festive ones, the book cuts deep 
into our hearts. It is a profoundly moving story, realistic and yet poignantly Lyr- 
iesh. There is something of the quality of Twenty Years A-Growing. There is a 
closeness to the soil -— and the people - that suggests Mary Webb. There is a sim— 
plicity that makes it read like a peasant saga, and yet there is occasional over-— 
playing of the heroic. The story is told by Huw, looking back from the vantage point 
of old age to the days of his youth, as one of a large family, when "green was my 
valley" - and his language is still tinged with the almost Biblical overtones of his 
people. Don't overlook this book; you can sell it to customers who will appreciate 
its rare quality. The publisher's enthusiasm and backing will start the ball rolling 


and may bring it the success it should get. $2.75 
February 7 oa 
Wickenden, Dan WALK EIKE A MORTAL , Morrow > 


There seems to be a good deal of preoccupation on the part of novelists \_/ 
with the effects on children of the disagreements of parents. Here's another novel 
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based on that theme. Mr. Wickenden is at his best in presenting realistic portraits 
of adolescence, -— first in The Running of the Deer, now in Walk Like a Mortal, Gabe, 
in this new book, is as convincing a drawing of a seventeen year old as I can remem- 
ber, and the whole routine of High School life, as the story of his emotional up- 
heavals and his family problems is etched across it, is extremely well done. Middle 
class, small town near New York - very realistically presented, with a skilful 
avoidance of the obvious ending. The handling of the mother, bored with her husband, 
with domestieity,. with her failure to achieve social position, is not so convincingly 
done, and the father somehow never quite comes to life. But the author is young - 
and wisely uses to best advantage what he best knows. Not a book for wide sales, how- 
ever. $2.50 


February 8 


Stegner, Walter ON A DARKLING PLAIN Harcourt, Brace 


Stegner won a $2,500 prize for a nevelette in the Little, Brown contest in 
1937. This is his first full length novel, and while it has amazing holding power 
and facility of style, one looks back at it wondering just wherein lay the spell, for 
there is nothing particularly new in either matter or manner. The ultimate test - by 
and large, however,is this: - Is it interesting? And the answer, in this case, is 
indubitably Yes. The story deals with the complete disillusion of a youth gassed in 
the war, who sets out for the remote plains of Saskatchewan to find something of hope 
in life. He thought himself through with people, but his nearest neighbors, a 
Swedish couple with a 17-year .old girl, help him to the realization of a need for 
humanity and a need for love. Then comes the epidemic of the flu, and once again 
death robs him of hope. But in the end courage and manhood triumph, and he faces 
life bereaved but strengthened. $2.00 


February 20 
Hill, Grace Livingston HEAD OF THE HOUSE Lippincott 


From baby talk to bible talk in a story of seven offspring of parents, 
suddenly killed in an accident. They are left to some grasping, horrid uncles and 
aunts, and only escape when Jennifer, the eldest, almost of age, runs off with the 


whole tribe. Pretty mawkish sentimentality, and they all "get religion” at the end. 
$2.00 


February 21 Libero C0 & 
Shute, Nevil _ AN OLD CAPTIVITY Morrow 


If this story were told in straightforward fashion, it would be a readable 
yarn, good adventure, good romance. But, for some inexplicable reason, the author 
chooses to make it a story within a story - and since the main story involves yet 
another story (a dream this time), the whole emerges like the inner kernel of a nut, 
involving unnecessary work to get to the meat. In the main, the story is that of an. 
aviator who contracts to take an Qxforddon’. to Greenland, there to discover the 
truths back of the theory that the Norwegians who settled first in Iceland, were also 
the first settlers in Greenland. On the verge of this adventure, the aviator dis— 
covers that the party will be complicated by a troublesome daughter. A succession of 
mishaps makes it still more difficult, and the strain ultimately culminates in an 
oddly vivid dream, a recreation of the whole episode of the Norse exploration, not 
only of Greenland, but of "Vineland" as well. Nevil Shute, in telling this somewhat 
odd blend of adventure and fantasy has departed completely from the social implica~ 
tions of his other two novels of today. He shows no growth in mastery of his craft, 
but he spins a good enough yarn. $2.50 
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February 28 


Baldwin, Faith REHEARSAL FOR LOVE Farrar & Rinehart 


This would seem to indicate that the reverse side of the picture is some— 
times the one that works, for here is a case of a young woman of integrity falling 
for the handsome boss, and turning down the Noel-Coward—type of playwright, only to 
find that the boss has feet of clay, and the playwright is a straight shooter. Good 


rentals. $2, 00 


February 29. 


Habe, Hans SIXTEEN DAYS Harcourt, Brace 


There was a Dodd, Mead book by Hans Habe, Three Across the Frontier, a book 
whitch indicated latent power. Now comes this, a better book, but stilt, perhaps, too 
Close to matters in which he is emotionally concerned to give full scope to his abil- 
ities. He is a Hungarian, his father fought for Germany in the last war, he is fight- 
ing against Germany in this war. And this story is set in Geneva, in the sixteen days 
of the Munich crisis, compact with the tension of that time, and with the events that 
followed inherent as forces in the swift paced tragedy which brought into focus and 
culminated in tragedy the crisis in three lives A moving book, well done. $2.50 


2 
March B 
Robertson, E. Arnot SUMMER'S LEASE Houghton, Mifflin 


It is hard to confess to disappointment in one of my favorite authors, but 
such is the case with this new novel from the too-long-absent Arnot Robertson. I had 
expected to sit down for a good span of enjcyment, of human understanding well spiced 
with humor, of a good tale, well told. I found the book tediously long spun out, an 
unresolved study in adolescence, virtually humorless and laboring the points. The 
final impression is one that will linger; the torturing progress through which young 
Douglas goes to try to find his true self sears itself on the memory. But the process 
is difficult for the reader,(as well as for the boy), and the result not particularly 
rewarding. Arnot Robertson writes so much better than the average that no work of 


hers is time wasted; but this novel shook my faith in her star. Note new publisher. a 
$2.50 


March 8 
Peattie, Louise Redfield THE CALIFORNIANS Doubleday, Doran 


Utter tripe, dressed up with lush trimmings, which may appeal to those who 
like to read about the spoiled rich. The story of one family that thought money 
talked louder than anything else, drips extravagance, and I, for one, was delighted 
when they got what they had coming to them. Louise Peattie at times shows that she 
knows what good writing is. I wish she could learn to prune her verbiage, $2.00 


Mareh 11 


Winter, Lois Foster FABLE IN GOTHIC Caxton 


An earnest but too much underlined story of a marriage, which is real 
enough in essentials, but not emotionally vital, Fairly realistic representation of 
middle western and western small town life, and of the conflict between an army 
chaplain and + :irlwhforced marriage upon him, and whom he repaid by coldness and 
mental cruelty. It is an unpalatable and not wholly convincing story, with the 
psychological aspects oversimplified, and with many gaucheries of writing. Doubtful 


sales value. $2. 50 
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March 14 


Boyle, Kay THE CRAZY HUNTER Harcourt, Brace 


* Three short novels, which are hard to compress into one briéf paragraph re— 
port. Kay Boyle's sense of mood, her use of implication, her tensity, gives every- 
thing she writes a sharp dramatic impact. She is at her best in the shortened form 
of novel. The lead story, which gives the title to the book, is a brilliant piece of 
writing, a moving story of a weakling husband and a dominating wife, and a daughter, 
under the mother's spell. In the purchase of a gelding as a gesture of rebellion, and 
in the price he pays for his ignorance, is symbolized the relations between the three. 
A brilliant piece of psychological writing, and the best of three unusual stories. 

All the stories say almost as much by innuendo as they do by incident, which makes it 
difficult to convey the impression of the whole. The market should be similar to 

that secured for Pale Horse, Pale Rider by Katherine Anne Porter. $2. 50 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


January 2. 


Lockridge, Frances & Richard THE NORTHS MEET MURDER Stokes 


Mr. and Mrs. North and Detective Lieutenant Weigand indulge in much con- 
versational crag jumping in the deaths of an unknown man and a postman. Mrs. North's 
hunches, her knowledge of a lobster dish and her cat's habits do much towards helping 
Weigand solve the case. Pleasant reading with the Norths reliably likable. Nice 
going. $2.00 


Queen, Ellery THE NEW ADVENTURES OF ELLERY QUEEN Stokes 


One horror story, almost novel length, Lamp of God, with a solution depends 
ent on the whim of a dead man in building two identical houses, and of fate in produc- 
ing two almost identical people; eight short stories, with four of them having sport 
backgrounds, and Queen his usual urbane self, with less of the trick scholarship 


than usual and detecting on a subtly analytical plane. $2.00 
Janhary 3 
Fair, A.A. TURN ON THE HEAT Morrow 


Fast—rough-and good going. The unorthodox, illegal private investigators 
of The Bigger Fhey Come out to keep the dirty linen of a much respected citizen from 
being laundered too publicly. He is running for the mayorality of a small Cali- 
fornia town, and there's a marital scandal, politics, thuggery and murder to baffle 
the up-and—at—'em young investigator. $2.00 


January 8 
Cameron, Donald Clough GRAVE WITHOUT GRASS Holt | 


Abelard Voss of Murder’s Coming is hired anonymously to root about in a 
seven year old death and comes upon four sudden deaths during his investigation. He 
produces tidbits about endocrinology, he bolsters up the local police when the higher- 
ups make trouble, and he prevents a wrong arrest by getting the killer to commit him- 
self. No great amount of nourishment here for avid mystery lovers. $2.00 
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January 22 
Paul, Elliot HUGGER-MUGGER IN THE LOUVRE Random House 


Once again it seems to us that Elliot Paul substitutes confusion for action, 
borrows from all mystery writers, and manufactures screwalliana rather painfully. 
There are so many that think this guy is good, so better not trust us implicitly, but 
we did not like The Mystertous Mickev Finn and we don't think much of this. There's 
Homer Evans and his crew once more - Paris and its suburbs ~ there's theft of a master- 
piece, a murder, and lots of oddly linked characters. $2.00 


January 2& 


Bruce, Leo CASE WITH FOUR CLOWNS Stokes 


There's a lot about circus life in England, on the trail of a fortune 
teller's prophecy of murder to be done, and the crime is not committed until the last 
third of the book. Meantime, Beef, now a private detective, has fortified himself by 
intimate knowledge of the performers, their hates and fears, and is able to spot the 
killer. Amusing and original, but most addicts like their gore early and often. 


$2.00 
February ~ 
Gruber, Frank THE FRENCH KEY Farrar & Rinehart 
* Fun, fast and furious, when booksalesman Johnny Fletcher gets locked out of 


his hotel room, enters through a window and finds a corpse. He jumps from ruse to ruse 
to gain time evading the police, who are hot on his trail. He does a bit of detecting 
himself and ultimately lands the criminal, in an unorthodox and entertaining tale. 


$2.00 
February 7 
Davis Don RETURN OF THE RIO KID Morrow 
x The Rio Kid, three years a fugitive in Mexico, wanted for the killin, of 


an Arizona sheriff, crosses the border into Texas and there is mistakenly identified © 
twice... and in the charecters he is forced to assume, within 48 hours clears with 
his quick mind and roaring guns unmasks, and kills, or turns over to the law, the 

top men in a rustling gang. A Texas Ranger then gives him ten minutes to head for 
freeiom again. Good $2.00 


Presnell, F.G. NO MOURNERS PRESENT Morrow 


Breezy pace throughout in another story of the pugnacious lawyer, John 
Webb (Send Another Coffin). He plays the sleuthing game with his own rules, in un- 
ravelling the killing of a would-be politico and the disappearance of his secretary- 
mistress. Clashes with the local racketeer, political machine and police force 
keep Webb pretty busy, as does a young new wife. But he finally prevents the 


police from arresting the wrong person. $2.00 
February aw ; 
iia © 
Tuttle, W.C. GHOST TRAILS Houghton, Mifflin 


Hashknife Hartley and his sidekick Sleepy Stevens barely miss death as 
phantom rustlers shoot from ambush — and their investigation of the identity of the 
gang finally places the guilt in the right place and saves two innocent people from 


being hanged as murderers. Right up with the other Hashknife sleuthing -— shooting 
$2.00 


accounts. 
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February 15 








Sayers, Dorothy IN THE TEETH OF THE EVIDENCE & Other Stories Harcourt, Brace 





* Two of these short stories feature Lord Peter Wimsey; some of them have , 
Montague Egg, the crimehunting wine salesman, as hero; others make crime itself the fat 
theme. There are horror tales, there are some based on humorous misunderstandings, ” Sand 
and there are nice twists and turns to all of them. Craftsmanship at its best 

throughout, as one can expect from this best of names in the mystery field. $2.00 








February ob 





















Long, Max THE LAVA FLOW MURDERS Lippincott 


Komako Koa (Murder Between Dark and Dark) placidly pursues a tripleskiller 
a while lava, flowing from a nearby volcano, threatens all staying at the Tucker ranch. 
y A native tabu is broken and, apparently the goddess Pele, takes her vengeance, but 
Komako decides otherwise and hunts, stolidly, for the human agency of death. He is 
successful, but not before hid amanuensis loses faith in him. Unhackneyed setting. 


g $2.00 “~ 
, February 21 

4 McGuire, Paul ENTER THREE WITCHES Morrow 

: * x A Funeral in Eden was, we thought one of last kear!s best mystery stories. 


Now comes this one -— superlatively good, and total mystification until the close, even 
as to the fact of murder. The story of a week-end at the Renaissance estate of an in- 
; ternational figure of power and wealth, Marie Beuil, and her gallimaufrey of guests. © 
Crooked maritime dealings, past connections with a mad painter of terrific amorous i 
©@ entanglements, all focus the interest on a Spanish writer, supposedly dead, now re- 
appeared. An English journalist does the adding-up. Clever dialogue and character-— 


ization which almost puts it out of its class. Done with great finesse, $2.00 
February 9 2 
Ward, Ernest D. FIVE FOR BRIDGE Crowell 


Number five fell out of the closet where the bridge table was stored, and 
nobody knew who it was. That's the set-up. The cozy little party occurred on Sutton 
Place, New York, and the people living in the adjoining apartments were all drawn into 
the picture. There was plenty (too much) false clueing, and the final solution, 
supplied by the police captain, picked the unlikeliest of the lot. Not fair to reader, 


$2.00 
Keneh—a= S Aprl [0 


Heycox, Ernest SADDLE AND RIDE Little, Brown 


- 


Not the usual escapist Western fare, but a plausible, realistic novel of 
neighboring ranchers and their family troubles. There are feuds - fears — hatreds ~ 
but no Wild West impossibilities. A good job, well done. $2.00 ee 








March 8 









Lord, Jeremy SIXTY NINE DIAMONDS Doubleday, Doran 


- 





Humdrum and complicated by involved language. Murder at La Jolla when a 
Paris-London gambling, blackmail clique of three appear there to bleed a young English- 
man. Double murder is done, and Colonel Creevy of London, sojourning in La Jolla, is 
called in on the case. Pretty third rate, $2.00 
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March 8 
MeeDonald, William Colt RENEGADE ROUNDUP Doubleday, Doran 
Trouble (vague) in a Border town brings a U. S. Marshal a-riding, but young 


Crockett ribs him into plenty trouble. Between them they clear up diamond smuggling, 
dope-running, and a baddy local overlord. Plenty plot and high spirits. 


$2.00 
REPRINTS 
January 
Sheean, Vincent PERSONAL HISTORY (#32) Modern Library 
New foreword by the author. $.95 
Marquand, John P,. THE LATE GEORGE APLEY (#182) Modern Library 
Special introduction by the author. $95 
Chaucer, Geoffrey TROILUS AND CRESSIDA ( #7.26) Modern Library 
A new modern verse rendering by George Philip Krapp. $.95 
Twain, Mark TOM SAWYER & HUCKLEBERRY FINN (#G 49) Modern Library Gjant 
Brand new plates, two classics complete in one volume. $1.25 
Whitman, Walt LEAVES OF GRASS (G 50) Modern Library Giant 
Printed from reduced plates of famous Grabhorn 
Press limited. $1.25 


Already Published - Pocket Books 


Dickens, Charles A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
Illustrated by Julian Brazleton $. 25 
Sedgwiek, Anne Douglas THE LITTLE FRENCH GIRL $.25 
Hugo, Victor THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME 
Tie up with release of screen version. 2 volumes each $.25 
Ford, Leslie | BY THE WATCHMAN'S CLOCK $. 25 


Swift, Jonathan GULLIVER'S TRAVELS $. 25 
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THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD - Special Notice 


BOOKSELLERS ALL — In the mails this week you will receive three ballots carrying the 
candidates selected for the three classifications of the National Book Award, and 

one section left blank for your own nomination for the Booksellers' "Discovery". One 
of these ballots is Bor your own personal vote; the other two for your staff members. 
If you want more, send to the A.B.A. headquarters for them (35 East 20th Street, New ~ 
York). 


We are very anxious to have the voting as representative as 
possible of the preferences of booksellers the country over. The ballots are the 


result of careful selection on the part first, of your steering committee in New York, 


than of your national committee made up of booksellers from various parts of the 
country. The final ballot represents the pooling of all candidates and the selection 
of those in each classification that appeared most frequently on the various individ— 
ual ballots. 


The Awards will be made at the February 13th Book and Author 
Luncheon, at the Hotel Astor in New York. To create interest now among your customers, 
I should suggest posting a ballot on your bulletin board, running some sort of con- 
test and making a local award. Draw the subject to the attention of your local news- 
papers, local reviewers and local broadcast station. Do your share to make this Award, 
made by the Booksellers of America, as well known to the public as the Pulitzer Award! 


In checking over the ballot, be sure to vote for the books you 
liked best, rather than the books you think you ought to vote for. There are some 
suggestions made regarding types of books your committee members think represent the 
type of books conforming to the requirements for the Booksellers' Discovery, but that 
does not mean that you need necessarily pick one of them. Put down your own candidate 
for this class. If you feel uncertain as to the identity of the books on the ballot, 
check your back bulletins for the reports, simply as reminders. And try to read the 
bocks for yourself, if you have not already done so, before casting your ballot. Here 
are some of the books suggested as candidates for the "Discovery", with page references 
to bulletins. 


Auden & Isherwood JOURNEY TO A WAR Page 306 
Finney PAST THE END OF THE PAVEMENT Page 460 
Frost THE WEDDING RING 

Groseclose ARARAT Page 324 
Smith ARTILLERY OF TIME Page 439 


You need not vote for any one of these. You can pick your 
candidate from any of the other ballot lists, if the book qualifies, in your estima— 
tion, as a book which deserves more attention than it has received. Or you may select 
any title from your own experience, which conforms to this requirement. 












WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITES FOR 19397 


The Booksellers' "Discovery" 
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A deserving book which did not receive adequate sales and recognition. No nominations 


are made for this award. Select your own favorite. 





The Booksellers' Favorite Novel 


Bulletin Page 


BRBMs 6006660606600 000600600086000660 TEE NAZARENE @eeeeteoveeeseeoaeasveeveeveeveeeeseseeeneaeee8 


Fisher. cececcvccccsevcecveccccccee ee CHL UUREN OF GOD saeecccroccececccevcsccces 
GOddEN. ce eec cece cesecccccccseseeeBUACK NARCISSUS secceecererescececseceveces 
JOENNINESs coc eccccessccccssesseeseeNbXl TO VALOUR ceccerccrsccececesesecesece 
LiINseccceccceccevsevccscereeseeee es MOMENT IN PEKING csocreccvceveccveceeseses 
MAPQuandescccccecceessssveseeseeeeWlLCKFORD POINT cocceseeseevesensceseseces 
MAUGNAaMs cecceceececesseseeep ese see CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYesccescccrcveccenecvrcces 
MOPlLeYeccrcvcccsevecscccssseseeeeeKl TTY FOYLE coccesesserverecscevesesesece 
PAGCe oe eevccevesesscsccerecesseseelT Reh OF LIBERTY ecovcecvccccesescccccveces 
BANdoZecccseccccssecccceccescseeseeCAPITAL CITY ceocccccccccccsccscvecsecccses 
SteinbecKksrecceseccscvevceseveseves+GRAPES OF WRATH coccrveccsccccccevesveces 


VOROCce 0006000000 60000066000060006 RBCAPE eeeeveeaeeveeeweeestseoeepeeeeee eevee es eeaeee @ 


The Most Original Book 
(Fiction or Non-Fiction) 





BPollettecccccsccecsvcccccccccccceeseNEW ENGLAND YERR ccocccccvcccccscccccccccs 
GiVENS cc cecvccsccsecvececssecevsesveeDEVIL TAKES A HILL TOWN wocccccccccccsvce 
HOUSENOlG. ccccccccccvessecvccseseee ROGUE MALE coccccccccscccscccccesecscccces 
NGurath.ccccccccvcccevvesescsseeseMODERN MAN IN THE MAKING coseccsccccccece 
TTUMDOsc ccecccccccccccscvccevvccveedJOHNNY GOT HIS GUN ccccccccccveccccvesece 
WNIte. coccccccseccvessccsseceseeeeOWORD IN THE STONE cccccccvcccccccsccccece 


The Booksellers' Favorite Non—Fiction 
(Including Biography) 





DOMBLOSBe cocccccsccccccevccccccceeDANIEL BOONE ccccccccscceecscastecseseses 
COPRRPecccccoceccvcccocccesccoes oe THE HUDBON escccccccesesecececeesesoenece 
CECilevccccevcceveccevevesesseesee THE YOUNG MELBOURNE ccccccccccccccsscvces 
de St. Exupery.ceccsececseeeceeee+WIND SAND AND STARS cocccccvcvvcccveccece 
GUNEHEP se cccccescccccccccces covccsc INSIDE ASIA ceccccccccescecenseveseeesees 
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MUST BOOKS 
Japuery 22 1/4 


ea Steinach, Dr. Eugen SEX AND LIFE Viking 
A Forty Years of Biological and Medical Experiments 


In spite of Steinach's fame, this book seems to us unlikely to appeal to a 
wide general market. But it is assuredly an important contribution in its field, and 
should have a permanent place in public libraries and on scientific and medical 
shelves. Steinach, famous as trail-blazer in the field of rejuvenation (or as he maf 
prefers to call it, reactivation), is opposed to popularization of science, and re~ ad 
frains from dramatizing this record of forty years of research, and includes actual 
case histories only where they illustrate a scientific point, never for the sake of 
human interest. None the less, the meticulous detail of his step by step progress 
from the early processes of transplanting testicles and ovaries in animals, to the 
control of sex glands in humans makes fascinating reading, for anyone interested in 


the subject. tay, ¥4 $5r00 3,757 


Allen, Hervey IT WAS LIKE THIS Farrar & Rinehart 
Two Stories of the Great War 


This tis in the tradition of his autobiographical Toward the Flame, with the 
record of the war in the characters and incidents pertaining toothers than himself. 
Not fiction, except in so far as names, places and a few recognizable historical 

@ facts are altered slightly to prevent recognition and consequent embarrassment. é. 

Otherwise, the stories are true records, and in the telling, Hervey Allen conveys one 
sense of what war was, and — to some extent ~— what war always will be. His intro. 
duction (or postscript) gives his reasons for presenting this record to today's youth, 
to whom the thought of war and battle may still have something of glamor. Anecdote, 
recollection, the war story, -— through these alone can war be dimly conceived by 
those who have not experienced it. The stories themselves are good reading, good 
drama, good characterizations. They both relate themselves to the early days of 
America's participation, at Chateau-Thierry, and the background is drawn from his 
own experience. The illustrations by Lyle Justis, the pace of the stories themselves, 
give chance for plus sale in the field of fiction. $1.75 


March & 





Wylie, I.A.R. MY LIFE WITH GEORGE Random House 





* Completely original autobiography of a witty and entertaining novelist, 
whose popularity should be enhanced by this unusually frank personal record. Her . . 






incredible childhood, with a father who escapes the bailiffs by exerting his charm 
and getting new backers all along the line, who always hag a new woman on the Side," 
with no mother, with a devoted sort of step~aunt, is to me the most amazing part of 
the story. But certainly not lacking in interest and challenge is the record of 

her years in Germany, and her eventual adoption of the United States as the country 
of her true love. The mysterious "George" of the title is simply her very useful 
subconscious, which manages to retain what she needs and to exert influence on her 
creative powers when the urge is on her to write! The frank story of a woman who 
understands herself — and whose sense of proportion and sense of humor makes this 
self-analysis revealing without once straying down the dangerous sidepath of self- 
dramatization or abnormal introspection. I know of no other record with which to 
compare it. Read it for yourself, and you'll not lack a market for its sale. 














$3.00 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


January 10 
Searchinger, Cesar»: THE WAR OUT OF WAR Macmillan 


Another title in The People's Library. Good groundwork, covering the ess— 
entials simply and tersely. By "the way out of war", the author would have us under- 
stand the reasons that lead us into war, - industrialism, imperialism, etc. He would 
show how this war is merely part of the "pay-off"of the last war, painful result of 
the inadequacies of the Versailles treaty. He shows Hitler as a logical outgrowth of 
a crippled country. Finally, he sees the solution in settling Europe economically, 
not racially; of making a United States of Europe as guaranty of future peace. Maps. 

$ .60 


January 22 
Coffin, Joseph OUR AMERICAN MONEY Coward, McCann 


A chronological account of the development of our American coinage and 
money system that tells the nature and kinds of coins and paper money used in the 
U.S., where and how they are made and distributed, from the beginnings up to the 
present. Not a book of specific value from the numismatic angle, though it provides 
good basic information. First, the Indian trading and barter, then the first non- 
imported money, the first mints, the independent coinage of each colony, whether 
metal, paper or tobacco. The crying need for uniformity of coinage evidenced during 
the Revolution, and the creation of the U.S. Mint and national currency. Commemorative 
issues, legal and governmental backgrounds of money, laws governing gold and silver, 
and recent legislation. A new angle on American history. Illustrated. $1.75 


Jeauary 25 
Judson, Jeanne WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT FURNITURE Stokes 


Theeditor of the trade journal on furniture consolidates the essentials in 
an excellent handbook for the housewife of moderate means, who wishes to know how to 
judge good furniture, how to buy intelligently, how to weigh good taste and appropriate 
ness. The text is sound and direct enough for the amateur; the illustrations, well- 
captioned, supplement. the- text and show actual furniture in actual settings, so 
as to help the uninitiated to visualize their own problems better. Good bride book. 


Excellent. text for home-making courses and for club group study. $2.50 
January 26 
Laski, Herold J. THE DANGER OF BEING A GENTLEMAN: And Other Essavs Viking 


This brilliant collection of essays by the prominent English socialist is 
held together by Professor Laski's consistency in approaching political problems 
froman historical and functional point of view. He showsfirst how the "English 
Gentleman" came to be and in so doing immediately clarifies why the "gentleman" no 
longer performs efficiently in government. His analyses of "the committee system in 
English local government", of "the judicial function", and of "nationalism and the 
future of civilization" all reveal great lucidity and biting humor. For anyone who 
pretends to an interest in government, but a warmer welcome from liberals than con- 
servatives. $2, 75 
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Brooke, Esther Eberstadt CAREER CLINIC Farrar & Rinehart 
The Answer to your Job Problem 


One of New York's outstanding placement authorities tells of her experience 
in helping people find themselves, to discover their lateut talents in order to find 
jobs. She discusses such basic subjects as how to prepare for interviews, how to ans-— 
wer advertisements, what to say and what to do. She illustrates her points with 
actual cases, and gives her own simple formulas of achieving success through en- 
deavour and perseverance and preparation. A practical and simple statement for the 


job hunter. $1.50 
February 1 


Whitney, Henry Clay LIFE ON THE CIRCUIT WITH LINCOLN Caxton 


This is a reprint of an old book known to collectors of Lincolniana, now 
edited, with an introduction, By Paul M. Angle, secretary of the Illinois Historical 
Society, and illustrated with reproductions of old prints, etc. This falls in the 
class of The Hidden Lincoln (edited by Hertz, Viking) giving personal reminiscences 
and evaluations of the many sides of Lincoln's disputed character. Angle maintains 
that Whitney's accuracy is not to be questioned, which gives this an authentic feel. 
The material sprawls -— but for the avid Lincoln devotee, this will be a welcome 
addition. $5.00 


Cushing, Harvey THE MEDICAL CAREER ia Little, Brown 


A collection of Dr. Cushing's addresses and papers which makes good reading 
for the layman as well as the medical man. He covers a wide field, -— medical history, 
pioneer medical schools in America, outstanding personalities, science and art in 
medicine, careers in medicine for the graduate, the doctor's function from past to 

present day, the specialist versus the general practitisser.His is a heartening 
point of view for the broader aspects of medicine, understanding and humane, and his 
biographical sketches of the men included are sympathetic and warmly appreciative. 
There is good writing and many a glimpse of Cushing's own widely interesting char- 


acter. $2.50 
February 7 vg 


Neill, Humphrey B. 48 MILLION HORSES Lippincott 


Story of electricity, its sources and its application and its future, done 
very simply for the uninitiated who wants to know where electricity comes from, how 
power is converted into usable form, how it is applied in industry, commerce, agri-._ 
culture, medicine, entertainment, transportation, etc. Then there are sidelights on 
such subjects as lightening, balbs for night driving, and so on. The sections deal-— 
ing with future developmenta suggest the demonstrations at the World's Fair. Plus / 


sale for boys. $2.50 


Steegman, Philip INDIA INK Morrow 


Two years in India give this portrait painter many things to write about + 
the English rule, the empty, toplofty isolation of the governmental circle, interest— 
ing native characters, the non-touristy wanderings he enjoyed. It's a rambling, per- 
sonal account, spiced with a disrespect for the conventional, with a sensitive appre- 
ciation of a land which enthralled, while it irritated him. Entertaining.$3.00 
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February 9 


Howard, Nona FOLLOW YOUR LUCKY STARS Penn 


Might be called "Be Your Own Astrologer", for this is the ABC of how to 
cast your own horoscope, how to simplify the complexities of terminology and charting, 
and find out where your zodiacal signs are leading you and what they mean. It is a 
virtual motor car road map of astrology, in terms for the layman. Should have wide 
sppesl on the Coast, where every mile post seems to be emphasized with "Astrologer, " 


' "Palmist" and so on, evidence of extreme vulnerability? 


"Your Horoscope Read,’ 
$1.50 LL 


February 1€ 


Drury, Clifford Merrill ELKANAH AND MARY WALKER Caxton 


Regional, religious biography of two noted missionaries to the Indians 
back in 1838. In other volumes, Drury has told the story of the Spaldings and the 
Whitmans, whose work paralleled that of the Walkers at two other region mission 
stations. This book deals with the third station at Tshimakain, near the present city 
of Spokane, Washington. The marriage was arranged in order to facilitate the ful- 
fillment of their mutual desire to go to the mission field. Love came later, in 
spite of temperamental difficulties, for Elkanah was a moody, consciously upright 
and difficult man. Mary Walker's diaries help reconstruct the life, with rigors, 
hardships, perseverance and fortitude required in dealing with diffident Indians. 
The massacre of the Whitmans resulted in the break up of the missions, but the 
Walkers, with the influx of whste settlers, continued to do pioneer work of their 


own. Pretty specialized and not too good. $3.00 
March 6 “4 

Taber, Gladys HARVEST AT STILLMEADOW Little, Brown 

* Here's a record of a double household that worked! And furthermore, of 


living on an old farm which was made to pay its way, by a bit of juggling figures 

here and there. There were two breadwinners, who went to the city; there were three 
children and the author who stayed at home. And this is a record of eighteen months | 

of "nothing to do" - but to run the household, do all the ccoking for six people, all te 
the cleaning and general housework, take care cf the garden, in the absence of the 

real gardener, attend to the needs of the children and raise puppies, (and sell them 

when she could bear to part with any of them). It's fun reading and delightfully 

written. | $1.75 








March 7 VY 


Fuess, Claude M. CALVIN COOLIDGE Little, Brown 


A meticulous and thorough biography of the president whose name has come 
to stand for prosperity in the memories of many. The book is the result of scholarly 
research, careful weighing and appraisal of all available material, letters, recordsy = | 
contemporary authorities, personal knowledge and contact with those who knew Calvin, 
Coolidge, in the field of politics as well as in his personal relationships. And yet, 
out of it all, there comes a rather dry, undramatic and colorless picture of the man. 
William Allen White, with less to draw upon, and a more casual personal relationship, 
has made him more vital as a personality, perhaps because his picture is less con- 
sistently laudatory. Fuess, while trying to show his shortcomings, seems unable to 
impute anything but praiseworthy motives to his every move, though he acknowledges es 
him a skilled politician. From the point of view of a factual record, this seems i 
definitive. $4.75 
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Duryee, Mary Ballard NO SPECIAL PLEADING Putnam 


Poetry that is pleasing to the eye and ear, light, facile, with fine sense 
of rhyme and rhythm, but all in all not important as marking any particular origin- 
ality or making any contribution to modern verse. Some of the poems are in Parker, 
Fishback vein, though not as tart, nor as wise, but definitely above average. The 
majority are serious, though not overly so, and deal with love and nature and relis- 
fon. Lyrics, primarily, with a tender charm. $2.00 





Announcing in Book Form These Plays 
January 29 
Boothe, Clare MARGIN FOR ERROR Random House 


Clever, satirical, original handling of the Nazi movement in America in a 
murder mystery where the audience sees the crime happen before their eyes and yet 
are mystified as to the criminal up to the last. Splendidly acted, a smash hit; it 
is hard to see it as a play read and not seen. But the lines are grand! $2.00 


Carroll, Paul Vincent KINDRED Random House 


Disappointment for all who have faith in Carroll's beauty of thought and 
expression. A plea for the artist in the world of today. Not well received by the 


critics, but may read better than it plays. (Author of Shadow and Substance). 
$2.00 


February 29 
Odets, Clifford NIGHT MUSIC Random House 


Odets first play since Rocket to the Moon, This outstanding playwright 
among the younger writers is always stimulating, and the play is expected to be 
a leader for the Group Theatre's New York season. $2.00 





Too Late For Earlier Report 
Maloney, T.J. Ed. U. S. GAMERA 1940 Random House 


This annual is eagerly awaited by photographers, amateur and professional. | 
Not only is it a record of some of the best photography of the year, but it is a 
valuable chart of how to get the effects shown, through the notes on procedure which 
are given for the majority of the photographs. In recognition of the anniversary 
year in the field of photography, there is more text than in previous volumes, and 
‘those who are interested in photography will be particularly interested in the record 
of a photographic trip made on a Guggenheim Fellowship by Edward Weston and his 


wife. Includes 200 American photographers’ work, selected by Edward Steichen. 
$2.95 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 





Farrar & Rinehart 
Cabell, B. ~- HAMLET HAD AN UNCLE - from 1/15 to 2/29 


Frost, F. — UNCLE SNOWBALL - from 2/12 to 2/8 
Wilson, W. E. - THE WABASH — from 1/29 to 2/12 


Henry Holt 
Van Doren, M. -— WINDLESS CABINS — from 2/15 to 2/22 


Random House 
Genevoix, M. -— THE LAST HUNT - Definite date 2/20 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR 
JANUARY 15TH TO FEBRUARY 1ST 


January 16 - Hare, Martin ~ POLONAISE (Macmillan) 
January 17 - Manning-Sanders, Ruth - LUKE'S CIRCUS (Little, Brown) 


January 22 - Bretz, Alice ~ I BEGIN AGAIN (Whittlesey House) 
Cost, March - THE DARK STAR (Knopf) 
Hull, Helen —- EXPERIMENT (Coward McCann) 
Mencken, H. L. — HAPPY DAYS (Knopf) 
Paul, Elliot - HUGGER-MUGGER IN THE LOUVRE (Random House) 





January 23 - Hayes, Nelson ~— DILDO CaY (Houghton Mifflin) 
January 25 — Huxley, Aldous ~ AFTER MANY A SUMMER DIES THE SWAN (Harper) 


January 26 ~- Bechdolt, F. R. —- DANGER ON THE BORDER (Doubleday, Doran) 
Echard, Margaret - STAND IN FOR DEATH (Doubleday, Doran) 
Mosley, Leonard 0. ~ EUROPE DOWNSTREAM (Doubleday, Doran) 


January 29 — Allen, Hervey ~ IT WAS LIKE THIS (Farrar & Rinehart) 
Benjamin, R. S. — THE INSIDE STORY (Prentice Hall) 
Steinach, Dr. Eugen - SEX AND LIFE (Viking) 


January 30 — Ballou, Jenny - PERIOD PIECE (Houghton Mifflin) 
Peck, Graham —- THROUGH CHINA'S WALL (Houghton Mifflin) 
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